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The Sixth Sunday of Easter (A) May 21, 2017 
 

“Love me as I have loved you.” “If you love me, keep my 

commandments.”  What do you think were the thoughts going on in the 

minds of the disciples after he said this?  You could almost hear now the 

murmuring going on between each of the twelve.  What message is the 

master trying to convey to us?  What is he preparing us for?  Today’s 

passage is taken from John’s gospel which relates to the events of the 

Last Supper.  For some time now he has been giving them hints of his 

impending death.  He is now ready to talk to them openly about it.  He 

didn’t speak to them as we might, I am dying.  What he does say is that 

he is going away to the Father.  What did you hear in this passage?  I am 

sure the only thing they heard at first, is, “I am leaving.”  I can only guess 

what their initial reaction would be, because it would be my reaction 

also.  ‘What are we going to do now’?  ‘It’s, just not going to be the 

same,” and the truth is, that it is not going to be the same.  Change is like 

that, especially when it is accompanied by uncertainty and dramatic loss.   
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In 1971, Nancy and I were married and 1974, we had our daughter 

Melissa.  Four years later in March of 1978 our son Matthew was born.  

We were happy and were doing well, a perfect family.  It seemed like life 

couldn’t get any better.  Then in August of 1980, all that seemed to fall 

apart.  Matthew woke up at 2Am in the morning with a temperature of 

105, and all we did to lower his fever proved to be of no avail.  Later in 

the afternoon we took him to the hospital because the blood vessels in his 

body were bleeding internally.  That is when they discover that he had 

contracted bacterial meningitis.  They told us that there was nothing else 

they could do.  By midnight that same day he passed away.  Our reaction 

was the same as the disciples “What are we going to do,” nothing is 

going to be the same.  How do you handle loss or a major change in your 

life?  Jesus’ promise to the disciples is the same promise he has given us.  

“I am leaving but I will ask the Father to give you another Advocate.  I 

will not leave you orphans.”  Jesus calls the Holy Spirit our "Advocate."  

It’s a word that means counselor, consoler and mediator. "Mediator" is 

perhaps the best translation for the Advocate.  
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I truly believe that God the Holy Spirit is the force and energy that 

nurtured the process of healing for both Nancy and I, so that we could 

fully experience the peace that only God can give.  The loss that Nancy 

and I suffered has given us a sense of what Jesus’ disciples were going 

through.  In today’s gospel reading it, it is apparent that Jesus was 

sensitive to the loss they were about to endure.  We may be 2000 years 

away from those disciples around the table with Jesus that night; but we 

too have experienced loss and need.  We have said many goodbyes and 

experienced big changes in our lives: when a loved one died; when we 

got sick and couldn’t do what we used to on our own; when we needed to 

be strong for another; when we had a financial setback and needed to 

start all over again; and when relationships shatter.  We to will do so 

again and again.  "It’s just not going to be the same." And it isn’t.  

Change is hard for us and life is constantly posing new challenges.  With 

the strength given by the Holy Spirit and faith of Jesus’ presence, we will 

always prevail.  Jesus sees and hears our needs, though we can’t see, or 

hear, or touch him. We also believe he has kept his promise to us just as 

he did for his disciples on Pentecost.   
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He has given us his Spirit.  The gift of the Holy Spirit makes Jesus 

present to us, in each place and each period of our lives.  We want to be 

faithful to what he says to us in today’s gospel, "If you love me, you will 

keep my commandments.  At our baptism we became Disciples of Christ.  

What does this mean exactly?  It means being an examples of love and 

forgiveness, the love of him and the Father is not a private love, it is one 

that needs to be a shared communal experience.  Which means that it is 

intended to be and active not a passive participation of discipleship.  It is 

the same message that Christ gave to his disciple the day of his ascension 

back to his Father.  “Go out and make disciples of all peoples, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  It 

means giving generously, of your time and talents.  For the measure we 

give to others is the measure we receive from God.  Be Jesus’s 

spokesperson.  As we celebrate his memory again at this Eucharist feast 

we remember that Jesus, is once again giving us his Spirit and that God 

has come to us in the Holy Spirit, and has made a permanent dwelling 

with each of us and guides our struggling church into its uncertain future.   


