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Shepherd’s Call Ministry 
 
 

Serving some of the youngest members of 
our flock and their families! 

Could your family benefit from 

Shepherd’s Call? 
 

Please let us know! 

Please contact our Ministry Chairs: 

Kelli White at kbankert@hotmail.com 

Chris Liparini at cgliparini@gmail.com 
 

or call our parish office at 973-538-1358, ext. 105. 

Shepherd’s Call Ministry 

Shepherd's Call  gives parents the 

opportunity to attend 9 AM or 

10:30 AM Sunday Liturgy without 

distractions, while their little 

ones (1  - 4 years of age) are 

offered a safe environment of 

loving Christian care and 

spiritual nurturing. 

Are you called to be a faith leader/

caregiver in our Shepherd’s Call 

Ministry? 
 

Faith Leaders/Caregivers serving in  the 

ministry  will be kind, caring and faithful 

adult parishioners, preferably with Early 

Childhood Education experience, and/or 

extensive experience caring for little ones. 

Ministers will also be required to meet safety 

and diocesan guidelines (VIRTUS/ 

Protecting Gods' Children).  Ministers will 

be trained on the curriculum that will be in 

place to nurture our young participants. 
 

Our goal is to enlist enough Faith Leaders/

Caregivers so that each member (or team) 

would be assigned to serve about once every 

four to six weeks.  

Jesus said, “Let the little 

children come to me, and do 

not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of heaven belongs 

to such as these.”  

Mt 19:14 
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What Families Can Do: 
 

¶ Offer service to the ministry, if feasible 

and needed (perhaps offer to serve as a 

caregiver once every other month or so). 

¶ Drop off your child about 10 minutes 

before Mass begins, and promptly pick 

up your child at the end of Mass. You’ll 

need to sign your child in and out on 

the attendance sheet.  We will only 

release the child to the parent/guardian 

who dropped off the child, unless 

instructed otherwise on the attendance 

sheet. 

¶ Please ensure your child is free from 

fever or illness for 24 hours before 

bringing them to the room. 

¶ Let us know if there are any special 

concerns or helpful information about 

your child. This includes information 

about toilet training, if applicable. 

¶ Pack a diaper change, wipes, with your 

child’s name on the bag. A change of 

clothes is helpful. Please, no snacks. 

Comfort objects such as blankets or 

stuffed animals are welcome.  

¶ Let the Ministry Coordinators know of 

any concerns or suggestions.  

What the Ministry Will Provide: 
 

¶ A safe, welcoming space. 

¶ Ministers who are faithful, trained, 

dedicated, and consistent. 

¶ A program that teaches young children 

about God’s love, and that provides a way 

to reach parents with timely, effective, 

and meaningful support in their role as 

primary teachers of faith. 

¶ A ministry that is part of the continuum 

of Family Faith Formation, and a way to 

keep families connected to their parish 

and faith. 

 

To accomplish this, we have developed an age-

appropriate curriculum 

that combines free play, 

Bible stories, prayer, 

singing, videos, and 

activities to help our 

youngest parishioners 

learn about the love of 

God.  Occasionally, we will also share 

information/available resources to help 

support parents in their role as primary 

teachers of faith. The ministers are committed 

to providing a warm, accepting environment 

in which the children can feel safe and 

confident as they learn about their faith. 

Through gentle activities, we help these young 

children discover the love of God and become 

Dear Parents, 

 

In many ways, the early years are critical in 

setting a child’s feet “on the right path.”  

Our goals are to bring God’s love to the 

youngest (18 months  through 3 years of 

age), and to provide caring support to 

families as they learn to put God first in 

their family life. We hope that this ministry 

will be the first step in reaching many 

families with the love of God as He calls us 

to follow Him. 
 

Ministry Guiding Principles 
¶ To help families worship with peace of 

mind on Sunday mornings. 

¶ To help children experience the love of 

God and prepare them for regular 

Sunday worship. 

¶ To help strengthen parents in their 

role as models for faith-filled living. 

¶ To support the Family Faith Formation 

initiative. 


